
[017] Back home

In the last stories, Melissa O'Malley visited her old home town of Pittsburgh. Now, in this story, we 

join Patrick and the children as they get ready for her to come back home.

“Pat!” Patrick yells at Pat Junior, the oldest of his

sons, “you're supposed to1 pick up your room!”

“I am!” Pat Junion yells back. “I just 

want to get a drink of water.”

Melissa's airplane is going to land soon, 

and Patrick doesn't want her to come home to a 

messy2 apartment. Even more,3 he doesn't want 

her to think he's helpless without her. So, he and 

the kids are hard at work cleaning the apartment.

Pat Junior is cleaning the boys' room, and

Sarah is cleaning the girls's room. Sean took Ed 

outside to play, so that they wouldn't make any 

more mess in the apartment and Irene is trying to

vacuum4 the apartment. Irene is not doing a very 

good job cleaning, but she is busy.5

Patrick finishes cleaning the stove and 

thinks the kitchen is cleaner now than it was 

1 We use 'supposed to' to say what the plan for something
is. These stories are supposed to be interesting to read. 
(But, maybe they aren't.)

2 'Dirty' is the opposite of 'clean.' And 'messy' is the 
opposite of 'organized.' Children's rooms are often 
messy, but not really 'dirty.'

3 'Even more' means 'more than the thing that came 
before.'

4 To 'vacuum' something is to clean it with a vacuum 
cleaner. (What the British call a 'Hoover')

5 The word 'busy' means that she has something to do. 
This is not free time for her. (Most people are busy 
from nine in the morning until around four in the 
afternoon.)

when Melissa left. He walks through the 

apartment to see if the kids are working.

He finds Sarah reading on her bed in the 

girls' room, but the room is neat6 and clean. The 

boys' room is also finished, at Pat Junior is half 

asleep on his bed.

“Are you okay?” Patrick asks.

“Yeah,” Pat Junior answers. “I'm just 

tired.”

“Okay.” Patrick tells him. “Your mom 

should be here any moment.”

“Okay.” Pat Junior says. Patrick thinks it 

is strange7 that Pat Junior isn't excited.

When Melissa comes home, Patrick can 

see that she is tired. She has rings under her eyes.

It's clear that she did not sleep much on her trip.

All the children rush to the door to 

welcome her home. Even Sarah, who is getting 

older, is excited. Only Pat Junior is a bit 

letharigic.8

“Is everything okay?” Sarah asks him.

To be continued...

6 'Neat' is a word that is the opposite of 'messy.' It means 
everything is where it belongs. (A room can be neat, 
but not organized, if it is impossible to find things in it.)

7 'Strange' means something like 'unusual.' It means 
something doesn't fit the usual pattern.

8 'Letharigic' means he doesn't have much energy.


