
[015] The morning after

Melissa O'Malley is back in Pittsburgh to go to her ten-year class reunion. Last night, she met her 

friends Mary Margaret and Melinda – her 'party crew' – and they talked until late in the night.

Melissa has a headache. Her mouth is dry. She 

really needs a glass of water, and maybe some 

kind of painkiller.1 She doesn't want to get out of 

bed, but she does.

Mary Margaret is in the kitchen with a 

coffee in her hand, when Melissa comes 

downstairs.

“Now I know why I don't drink like that 

anymore.” Melissa says. “Maybe I will never 

drink again.”

Mary Margaret smiles. “We said that 

before, too. Can I get you anything?”2

“I feel like my head is going to explode.” 

Melissa says. “Do you have anything for a 

headache?”

“Yes, I do.” Mary Margaret says and 

leaves the kitchen. Melissa looks in the 

cupboards, finds a cup that says3 “World's Best 

Mom,” and pours4 herself some coffee.

Mary Margaret comes back with three 

pills and gives them to Melissa.

1 A 'painkiller,' is the kind of medicine you take to make 
a headache go away.

2 'Can I get you anything?' is a nice way to offer 
someone – often a guest – help.

3 When we use the word 'says' for an object like this, we 
often mean the words are printed on in.

4 To 'pour' is to move a container (like a bottle) so that 
the liquid inside 'falls' out and into another container.

“Thanks,” Melissa says, and takes the 

pills with coffee. “Ow! That's hot!”

Mary Margaret laughs, but in a friendly 

way. “I don't know how they do it in the big city, 

but here in Pittsburgh we make our coffee hot.”

“Thanks.” Melissa says and also laughs. 

“That's good information. They should write it in

the tourist guide.”

The class reunion isn't supposed to start 

until one o'clock, so the two sit in the kitchen and

talk. On their phones, they can see the names of 

the classmates5 who should be at the reunion. So,

they look for their photos in the yearbooks and 

try to remember what they can about them.

Around eleven o'clock they wake 

Melinda up6 and get ready to go to a restaurant to

eat. Melissa knows she shouldn't spend a lot of 

money, so she's happy that they decide to go to 

the cheap diner7 where they hung out8 as kids.

To be continued...

5 A 'classmate' is a person you go (or went) to school 
with.

6 To wake someone up is to make them stop sleeping. It 
is what many parents do with their children in the 
morning, to make them get ready for school on time.

7 A 'diner' is a very informal kind of restaurant in the 
U.S.

8 To 'hang out' is to sit around, doing nothing special. If 
boys have a house in a tree – a tree house – they might 
hang out in the tree house, reading comics.


