
[014] Arrival

Melissa O'Malley is travelling back to her hometown to visit her twenty-year class reunion. Her 

airplane just landed, and her friend Mary Margaret is going to pick her up.

Melissa is pulling her carry-on bag1 behind her 

out of the arrivals terminal. She didn't bring any 

checked baggage2 and is happy to walk past the 

baggage claim.3

Her friends Mary Margaret and Melinda 

are waiting for her. They are holding a long 

banner that says “This way to the party.”

She hugs both her friends.

“I made us t-shirts!” Mary Margaret says,

presenting a shirt to her. When Melissa looks, 

she sees both her friends are wearing purple t-

shirts that say 'Party crew reunited.' Melinda is 

wearing her shirt over the clothes she landed 

with. She also has a carry-on bag with her.

Melissa puts the t-shirt on over her 

clothes and Mary Margaret asks “Ready to go?” 

As they are walking to the car, Melissa 

says “I have the stuff for margaritas and 

screwdrivers4 at home.”

Melissa laughs. “The last time I drank 

1 Your 'carry on' bag is the American word for the bag 
you take on the airplane.

2 Your 'checked baggage' is the baggage you give to the 
airline to put in the bottom of the airplane.

3 The 'baggage claim' is the location in the airport where 
the airline puts the checked baggage for you to take. 
Normally, it is in the form of a conveyor belt.

4 A 'screwdriver' is a drink made by mixing vodka and 
orange juice.

screwdrivers was with you two. I don't remember

much from that night, but I remember the 

photos.”

“I still have the photos.” Melinda says. 

“Maybe I should send them to Patrick?”

“No, you shouldn't!” Melissa says.

At Mary Margaret's house, they only need

a little bit of time to organize who will sleep 

where. Melissa is in the princess bedroom, just 

like she told Patrick. She sends him a photo.

Minutes after they get to the house, Mary 

Margaret has a pitcher5 of margaritas and another

of screwdrivers. Soon, they are all sitting around 

the table, laughing.

They talk about husbands, children, 

money, and the old days. They look at 

yearbooks.6 Melissa likes the feeling that they all

still have the same problems. It is late when they 

finally go to bed, and Melissa needs a long time 

to fall asleep. The princess bed is spinning.7

To be continued...

5 A 'pitcher' is the container that holds enough drink for 
several glasses. You pour water (or margaritas) from 
the pitcher into your glass.

6 A 'yearbook' is a book that the school makes with 
photos and memories of everything that happened that 
year at school.

7 To 'spin' is to turn around.


