
[013] Time to go

Melissa has decided to visit her twenty year class reunion. Now, it's time for her to go.

“But why do you have to go?” Ed, the six-year-

old is in the parents' bedroom with Melissa as 

she packs for the weekend trip to Pittsburgh for 

her 20 year class reunion.

It is Friday after school. Melissa is flying 

to Pittsburgh this evening.

“Ed, honey,” Melissa says. She is trying 

to be patient.1 This is not the first time Ed asked 

this question. “I don't have to go. It's a chance for

me to see a lot of old friends at the same time. 

One day, when you're grown up,2 you will still 

want to see Jonathan, right?” Jonathan is a 

school friend of Ed's.

“I'm going to live with Jonathan.” Ed tells

her. “We're going to play Minecraft all day.”

“Well...” Melissa only smiles. “I decided 

to live with you, but I still want to see my other 

friends.”

“Can I come with you?” Ed asks.

“You wouldn't like it. It will just be 

grown ups3 talking. Like a whole weekend of 

church.”

1 'Patient' describes a person who can wait a long time – 
or answer the same question many times – without 
much trouble.

2 'Grown up,' can be a noun (another word for adult) or 
and adjective. Here it's an adjective, it means the same 
thing as 'big,' 'adult,' or just 'old.'

3 Here, 'grown ups,' is a noun. It's a child's word for 
'people old enough to be parents.'

“Ick.” Ed doesn't like that idea. But it is 

clear he still isn't happy that she is leaving.

“Want us to walk you to the subway?” 

Patrick asks. Melissa is finished packing and it's 

time to go. “We could come all the way to the 

airport.”

“I'll be fine.” Melissa says. “And Pat 

Junior needs to rest. He's been exhausted4 all 

week.

“We'll walk with you downstairs, then.” 

Patrick says. “I'll make sure he gets in bed at a 

decent5 hour. He has the whole weekend to 

recharge.6”

“You don't have to do any laundry,” 

Melissa tells him. “If you're not sure, don't wash 

it. I'd rather7 wash it myself than have to buy it 

again.”

“I'll be fine.” Patrick tells her. “You worry

about yourself and have a good weekend.”

“I will.” Melissa says. “I hope.”

To be continued...

4 'Exhausted' describes the feeling when you're so tired 
that you don't have any energy left.

5 When we speak about a 'decent' hour, we normally 
mean 'not very late.'

6 Normally you 'recharge' a battery (like in your phone) 
by putting energy into it. When a person recharges, he 
or she collects energy to not be tired.

7 We use this 'I would rather' construction to say what we
like more. The part that comes after the 'than' is the 
thing we like less.


