
[012] A princess bed

In the last story, Melissa decided that the O'Malley family didn't have enough money for her to go 

to her reunion. In this story, she revisits that decision.

Two nights after Melissa told Patrick she would 

not go to her 20-year class reunion, they are 

sitting on the couch again. Patrick is watching a 

nature documentary about a river in Europe 

called the Danube.

Melissa's phone keeps1 beeping. She 

takes it, reads something, smiles, and writes 

back. Then she puts the phone next to her and 

watches TV until it beeps again.

“Who are you chatting with?” Patrick 

asks. “You're smiling, so it can't be work.”

“No, it's Mary-Margaret,” Melissa says. 

She looks at Patrick, but it is clear he does not 

know who that is. “She was at our wedding,” 

Melissa adds.

“I try to forget that day,” Patrick answers.

“She went to high school with me,” 

Melissa says, “it's about the reunion.”

“Okay,” Patrick says.

“She lives in her parents' old house, two 

blocks from the school,” Melissa explains, “her 

parents moved to Florida or something. Anyway,2

1 Here, the word 'keep' means to 'do something again and
again.' Maybe you could say “my boss keeps making us
work late on Fridays.”

2 Here, 'anyway' is a kind of connecting word, it brings 
the conversation back to an earlier topic.

the important thing is she has a house. On the 

weekend of the reunion, she's going to kick her 

husband and the kids out3 and she wants me to 

stay with her.”

“Aha?” Patrick raises his eyebrows.4 “So 

the reunion is back on the table?5”

“It sounds fun.” Melissa says. “It would 

be nice to see the girls again. After all, now we're

legal.6”

“The girls!” Patrick laughs. “You're all 

forty years old.”

“I'm not forty, you are!” Melissa hits him.

“I don't know if I want you getting drunk 

and taking some high school sweetheart home to 

your friend's house...” Patrick is smiling. It is 

clear he is teasing7 her.

“Where I'm probably going to sleep in a 

ten year-old's princess bed,” Melissa says.

To be continued...

3 To 'kick out' means to make someone leave. If you start
a fight in a bar, the bartender might kick you out. Here, 
it's a little bit slang – the friend isn't really kicking her 
husband out.

4 'Eyebrows' are the hair you have over your eyes.
5 If something is 'on the table,' it's a possibility. 
6 If a person is 'legal,' it normally means he or she is old 

enough for something. In this case, she means drinking 
alcohol in a bar. (In the U.S., the drinking age is 21.)

7 To 'tease' is to be mean in a fun way. Brothers and 
sisters often tease each other. So do friends.


