
[011] No money for a reunion

For parents, it can feel like they spend all their money on the kids. Often, there is no money left for 

the parents. In this story, Melissa realizes she can't do something she wants to.

“I got an actual letter today.” Melissa said to 

Patrick when the two were sitting on the couch. 

The kids were finally1 asleep. “Not an email, a 

letter. Written by a person.”

“I can't stand the suspense,2” Patrick 

turned the sound off on the TV, “do we owe3 

someone money?”

“We owe everyone money, baby,” Melissa

answers. “They're organizing my 20-year class 

reunion.4”

“Are you that old?” Patrick asks. “Is it 

really twenty years since you graduated5 from 

high school?”

“You're two years older than I am.” 

Melissa says. “Don't call me old.”

“Are you going to go?” Patrick asks.

“I'd like to.” Melissa sighs. “But, it would

be a flight – or, even worse, a drive – to 

1 'Finally' means that something happened after a long 
wait.

2 'Suspense' is the feeling of wanting to know what will 
happen next. It is what makes it hard to stop reading a 
crime story before you come to the end.

3 To 'owe' means to 'have to pay.' If the bank gives you 
€100,000 to buy a house, you owe the bank €100,000. 
(To be honest, you probably owe the bank more.)

4 A 'reunion' is when people who were together and went
apart (in this case, a group of classmates) comes back 
together.

5 To 'graduate' is to finish an educational program, often 
with a little ceremony.

Pittsburgh and then a few nights in a hotel. We 

just don't have the money.”

“And that's not even counting6 the eating 

and the drinking.” Patrick says. “If you want to 

go, we can make it happen. I could... I don't 

know, rob a bank?”

Melissa laughs. “Yeah. That would make 

for great small talk at the reunion. 'Melissa, so 

nice to see you! You look great! I saw your 

criminal husband on the news...'”

“They wouldn't say that.” Patrick says. 

He smiles at her. “Nobody will say you look 

great.”

Melissa punches7 him. “Jerk!8”

“Stay here,” Patrick says. “I'll tell you 

that you look great.”

“Too little, too late.” She says.

“Really,” Patrick continues. “If you want 

to go, we can make it happen.”

“It's really too much money just to 

secretly compare myself to old friends.”

To be continued...

6 To 'count' in this case is to include something in a 
calculation.

7 To 'punch' is to hit with your closed fist.
8 'Jerk' is an insult. It means a person who is not nice, or 

who only thinks of him or herself.


