
[000] Introducing the O'Malleys

We are going to read stories about the O'Malleys of New Spork City. Before we do, here is a little 

information about this unusual family.

The O'Malleys are a big family in a big city. Mr. 

O'Malley, Patrick, just turned forty and is a 

lawyer for a non-profit organization.1 He began 

working there when his second and third children

– twins – were born. He makes less money 

working for the non-profit organization than he 

made before as a lawyer in a big law firm,2 but 

he has more time for his family.

It is fair to say that Patrick O'Malley has 

more fun as a father than he has as a lawyer. He 

is the clown in the family.

Mrs O'Malley, Melissa, on the other 

hand,3 is the heart of the family. She makes sure 

the kids go to school with a good lunch, and is 

the one to dry their tears4 when they are sad. 

Melissa works as a project manager in a 

company that designs technology for schools. 

Having five kids in school should make her an 

expert, but it doesn't always feel that way.

1 Not every organization that doesn't make a profit is a 
non-profit organization. A non-profit is an organization 
that has the goal of helping people, not making money.

2 A 'law firm' doesn't produce laws. It is a company like a
really big lawyer's office.

3 'On the other hand,' is a phrase we use to move to the 
second (and last) thing in a comparison. Here, it is 
moving from Mr O'Malley to his wife.

4 'Tears' are the water that come out of your eyes when 
you cry. To “dry someone's tears” is to help them stop 
crying.

Sarah, the oldest of the O'Malley 

children, is twelve. She loves to read and hates to

spend time with her family. Unfortunately, 

apartments are expensive in the big city and her 

parents only have money for a small apartment. 

That means she can't get away from5 her family 

very often, and the conversations she with them 

can be very loud sometimes.

After Sarah come Patrick Junior (Pat Jr) 

and Sean (pronounced 'Shawn'), the twins. Ten 

years old, they are sometimes exactly the same 

and best friends, and sometimes they are exact 

opposites and enemies.

After Pat Jr. and Sean come Irene, who is 

eight and her daddy's “little girl,” and Ed, who is 

six and just started school. Helping her mother 

makes Irene feel grown-up.6

Ed is not a fan of helping. The smallest, 

he learned that sometimes he has to be very loud 

– or very bad – for his family to notice him. 

Fortunately, he knows how to be both loud and 

bad. Sometimes, he can be both at the same time.

5 'Get away from' is like 'escape.' It means that you can 
go somewhere where something – or some person – 
cannot reach you.

6 'Grown up' means older and more responsible. We use 
this to describe adults (people over 18) and to tell kids 
they are older and turning into adults.



About the O'Malleys

Fill in the boxes below to complete the O'Malley family tree.

Some questions

Answer the questions below. These are all opinion questions, so there is not a 'right' or 'wrong' 

answer.

1. How does the O'Malley family compare to your family?

2. Do you want to have a lot of children? Do you have a lot of children?

3. Which member of the O'Malley family comes closest to your position in your family?

4. Which O'Malley child will hve the hardest childhood, in your opinion?

5. What challenges will Patrick and Melissa O'Malley have?

6. Did you share a bedroom when you were a child? Did it make you close to the brother or 

sister that you lived with, or did it make you fight more?

7. What is the 'normal' size for a family in your country?

8. Do you normally find big families in the city or in villages in your country?

9. What is hard about having a big family in the city?

10. Which is better for a child: to live in a city or to live in a village?

Patrick O'Malley

Mother

Sarah O'Malley Ed O'Malley

Son

Sean O'Malley

Daughter


