
[013] Henry's Birthday

Carmen was invited to a small birthday party hosted by a neighbor. In this story, we meet some of 

the people she lives with.

“Do you like the city?” Ella asks Carmen. She is 

the neighbor who invited Carmen to the party. 

She is in her forties or early fifties and has a kind

of timeless beauty that Carmen thinks would 

look very elegant smoking cigarettes.

“I love it.” Carmen answers. “I still feel 

like a tourist, but I love it.”

“I've been here twenty years,” Ella tells 

her, “and I still feel like a tourist sometimes.”

“There's not really a point to living in a 

city like this if you don't feel like a tourist,” 

Henry adds. He's the neighbor on the second 

floor whose birthday they are celebrating. “After 

all,1 the whole point is that there are so many 

things to do.”

“Speaking of2 things to do,” Joel, a friend

of Henry's who doesn't live in the building asks, 

“how's your business plan coming along?”

Henry sighs. “The plan is finished. I 

finished it three times, in fact.”

Joel laughs, and Henry continues to talk 

about his business which seems3 to be nothing 

1 We use the phrase 'after all' to introduce a conclusion.
2 We use the phrase 'speaking of' to rotate a conversation.

Here, Henry mentions things to do (in the city) and Joel
rotates the conversation to the things Henry needs to do
for his business. It is similar to 'apropos.'

3 'Seems' means something makes an impression. A 
person can seem to be nice when you first meet them, 

more than an idea and a website at the moment.

Carmen enjoys meeting her neighbors 

and learning more about them. Ella writes and 

illustrates4 a popular series of children's books 

called “City Fairies.” Carmen never read them, 

but now she will.

Melissa O'Malley only stays at the party 

for one glass of wine. She lives in the apartment 

above Carmen. “I know your voice,” Carmen 

tells her with a smile. It's true, the apartments 

have thin walls5 and she often hears Melissa 

yelling6 at her children.

“Do I yell so much?” Melissa asks.

“Less than my mother did,” Carmen says.

“It's really no problem. I don't want you to think 

I'm complaining.”

Melissa is a project manager – Carmen 

doesn't know what that is, but doesn't ask – at an 

educational technology company.

It is a quiet party, but it makes Carmen 

happy that she picked this building to live in.

To be continued...

but not be nice. And English can seem difficult.
4 To 'illustrate' something is to make the pictures which 

should make the text clear.
5 We say 'thin walls' to mean that we can hear though 

them, not the actual dimensions of the walls.
6 To 'yell' is to speak in a loud voice. Often, you do this 

because you are angry.


