
[012] Carmen's Home

Carmen found her apartment on the Internet before she moved to New Spork City. She chose it for 

the price, and because it included some furniture, but it's not in a normal apartment building.

The mailboxes are at the bottom of the hill and 

Carmen checks hers when she gets home. She 

checked her mail every day this week, but never 

got any. Today, there is a postcard from her 

mother.

The walk up to the big house is steep1 on 

a cobblestone2 path. Walking up, Carmen 

wonders3 if her mother can imagine how she 

lives. The building is a large, old mansion4 in the 

middle of what feels like a private park.

Inside the house itself, the mansion has 

been divided into many apartments. But, there 

are also many areas – such as the foyer on the 

ground floor – that didn't fit into any apartments. 

These are now common areas5 and the other 

tenants6 have furnished them with second-hand7 

1 Steep describes a hill that goes up drastically. If you 
have to shift your car down into second gear, it is a 
steep hill.

2 Modern streets are covered in asphalt. Older streets are 
covered in stones. These stones are called 
'cobblestones.'

3 To 'wonder' is to ask yourself a question and think 
about the answer. Often, it is an answer that you have 
no chance to know for sure.

4 A 'mansion' is a large, impressive house.
5 A 'common area' is a space that isn't only for one 

person, but can be used by many people. In your 
company, the break room or kitchen are probably 
common areas.

6 A 'tenant' is a person who pays money (rent) to live in 
an apartment or hosue.

7 'Second-hand' means used. Second-hand furniture is 
furniture that someone else took out of his or her 

furniture.

Her apartment is on the ground floor and, 

when she walks across the foyer, Carmen often 

sees people sitting and talking, reading or on 

their phones.

Until now, she hasn't had the courage8 to 

join9 them. It is on her list of things to do, and 

she still has the books she was reading on the 

bus. So, Carmen makes herself pasta on the 

single hot plate10 in her tiny kitchen. Then, she 

makes some tea and takes it and her book into 

the foyer.

Putting her tea on the side table11 she 

starts reading. The book isn't bad, but mostly she 

is watching the people who come and go.

Twenty minutes later, the woman who 

lives across from her – Carmen forgets her name 

– tells her “There is wine on the landing upstairs 

to celebrate Henry's birthday, if you're 

interested.”

To be continued...

apartment.
8 When you are scared to do something – like pet a dog –

and you do it anyway, you have 'courage.'
9 To 'join' is to become a part of a group. You can join a 

club or join an English class.
10 A 'hot plate' is a small, portable stove surface that can 

be used to heat up a pot for cooking.
11 This is a small table that you can put next to a couch or 

chair to hold the remote control, or your tea.


