
[011] The library

Carmen planned to visit the harbor. But, after the subway there was closed, she decided to visit the 

famous Central Library building.

The Central Library in New Spork City is such a 

popular tourist destination that there's a tourist 

entrance.1 You have to show your library card2 to 

enter the famous reading room.

Carmen checks the cost of getting a 

library card. They are free to residents3 of New 

Spork City. “Of course I'll get one.” Carmen 

thinks. “I'm a resident. I like reading.”

“Morning,” Carmen says to the man 

checking cards, “how do I get a library card?”

“Do you live in the city?” The man asks.

“Since last Sunday.” Carmen answers.

The man smiles. “Then welcome, I guess.

You have to go to the library website and fill out 

a form. Then, the library will mail you a card.”

“Oh,” Carmen says. She didn't plan to get

a card today, but now that she has the idea, she 

doesn't want to wait for it. “I'll do that.”

The man can see that Carmen is 

disappointed.4 “If you want to browse,5 I can let 

1 The 'entrance' is the door into something. The opposite 
– the door out – is called the 'exit.'

2 American libraries give you a card to show you are a 
member of the library.

3 A 'resident' is a person who lives somewhere. You can 
be a resident of a city or a resident of a building.

4 'Disappointed' is the opposite of 'satisfied.' When 
something isn't as good as you expected, you are 
disappointed.

5 To 'browse' is to look around without a plan. You can 

you in now.”

“Thanks!” Carmen says.

“Just don't tell anybody.”

“I won't.” Carmen answers with a smile.

The library reading room is enormous,6 

with a high ceiling7 and rows of long tables. The 

walls are lined with bookshelves and, above the 

bookshelves, there is a mural8 of what looks like 

Roman gods of wisdom and learning.

The words “to the collection” are written 

in golden letters over one of the doors. Carmen 

walks through it.

The library's books are on wooden 

shelves that reach from floor to ceiling. There is 

a glass sign which points to where different kinds

of books are.

After half an hour of looking at books, 

Carmen is hungry and leaves. She says “see you 

again, soon” to the man who let her in.

“Take care,9” he answers.

To be continued...

browse in a library if you're not looking for a special 
book. Or, you browse in a store when you're looking, 
but not for one special thing.

6 This is one of many words for 'very big.'
7 A room has four walls, and on top is the 'ceiling.'
8 A 'mural' is a painting that covers a whole (or most of 

a) wall.
9 Short for 'take care of yourself,' this is a way to say 

'goodbye.'


