
[010] The subway

Carmen rode the subway to work and back home all week. Now, as she explores New Spork City, 

she is using it more.

Carmen paid more than $120 for her unlimited 

monthly ticket for the subway. Now, she 

rationalizes1 that she has to ride the subway as 

often as possible for the ticket to be worth2 the 

price she paid for it.

She is riding the subway down to the 

harbor. The computer voice announces the stop 

where she has to change trains. She gets off the 

subway and walks to the platform where her next

train should come.

At the platform, there is a sign that says 

that the subway line she wants to use is closed 

for repair until next summer. Carmen signs and 

walks up the stairs to the street level.

Standing out of the way, she gets her map

out. People still go to the harbor, right? How do 

they get there? Or, maybe she can visit 

something here.

“Can I help you?” The voice surprises 

Carmen. There is a woman in front of her.

“I just saw that the 7 train isn't running,” 

Carmen says. “Now I guess I'm looking for 

something else to do.”

1 To 'rationalize' is to think. Often, this is a way of 
thinking that explains something.

2 We use the word 'worth' to explain the value of 
something. If you can sell your house for $200,000.00, 
your house is worth $200,00.00

“Where do you want to go?”

Carmen shrugs. “I'm new in town. I just 

wanted to explore. I was going to the harbor. Is 

there something here I should see?”

“They're running3 a bus to the harbor until

the subway is finished.” The woman says. She 

points4 over Carmen's shoulder to a temporary 

bus stop sign.

“But,” the woman continues, “if you're 

here, I think you should have a look at the 

Central Library. It's my favorite building in New 

Spork City.”

“I wanted to see that,” Carmen says.

“It's just three blocks that way.” The 

woman says, pointing again. You can't miss it, it 

has the lions in front.”

“Thanks!” Carmen says.

New Sporkers have a reputation5 for 

being unfriendly, but Carmen finds they are 

friendly, if they aren't going to or from work.

To be continued...

3 You know 'run' for 'moving faster than walking.' (“I run
to lose weight.”) And maybe you know it for a system. 
(“Our server is running on Windows XP”) It can also 
mean the same thing as operate, like it does here. (“He 
runs a summer camp for kids.”)

4 To 'point' is to use your finger
5 A 'reputation' is what you are known for. Americans 

have a reputation for being fat, and Germans have a 
reputation for always being on time.


