
[000] Introducing Carmen

Carmen is a young woman who moves to the big city for a new job – but also for an adventure – 

after she finishes university. Before we read her adventures, we will learn a little about her.

Carmen is tired after traveling for more than 

three days. Her neck is stiff1 and she is tired. But,

she is in New Spork City! She looked out the 

window at everything the bus passed as it drove 

into the center of the city. She will make this her 

city!

Carmen is twenty-two years old and has a

bachelor's degree in business administration and 

tomorrow she will start her first 'real' job. She is 

very excited. Or, she wants to be excited, but 

she's mostly tired.

Three days ago, she began her trip when 

her father drove her two hours to the nearest city 

with a bus station. Then, she had a thirty hour 

bus trip to Cincinnati, Ohio. After waiting eight 

hours in Cincinnati, the bus trip to New Spork 

City was eighteen more hours.

She slept on the bus, but she really 

doesn't have the energy to be excited. Instead, 

she watches the bus driver pull suitcases from the

cargo2 area under the bus. When he pulls hers 

out, she takes it and walks through the glass 

doors to the bus terminal.

The city is so big that the bus terminal is 

1 'Stiff' means 'not flexible' or 'difficult to move.'
2 There are two things you can transport: passengers and 

cargo. Everything that isn't a person is cargo.

underground, a kind of oversized3 parking 

garage.

Carmen's bus arrived at gate 137. Are 

there really 137 gates in the bus terminal? That's 

more than any airport she ever visited. And there 

are more similarities4 to an airport: when she 

leaves the gate there is a large shopping area full 

of people pulling luggage behind them.

She has been eating apples and 

sandwiches for the last three days. Of course the 

first things she does is to find something warm to

eat: her first pizza in New Spork City.

It is good pizza.

Maybe the pizza tastes so good because 

she is hungry. But, Carmen thinks that this is the 

best pizza she has ever had. If this is bus-

terminal pizza, how good is the good pizza in the

city? She can't wait5 to find out.

Before she can go to a restaurant, though, 

she has to get her baggage to her new apartment. 

Then, tomorrow, she will have her first day at her

new job.

To be continued...

3 This simply means 'bigger than the usual size.'
4 A 'similarity' is a thing that is similar or 'almost the 

same' as another thing.
5 We say you “can't wait” when you are excited for a 

thing. Of course you can wait. You have to.



Some questions

Before we start reading the adventures (and misadventures) that Carmen has in New Spork City, 

here are some things to think about. These are all opinion questions, so there is no right or wrong 

answer to them.

1. Carmen is twenty-two years old. What were you doing when you were twenty-two years 

old? (Or, what will you be doing when you are twenty-two years old?)

2. Do you think Carmen is brave or foolish for making the move to the big city? Why?

3. What was your idea of adventure when you were twenty-two? What is your idea of 

adventure now?

4. What kind of person would come to your city? What would be a reason to come there?

5. Carmen's first day of work is in the very next story. Do you think her first day will be like 

yours was? What was yours like?

6. What are typical challenges in a new company?

7. Carmen found her apartment online and has never seen it in person. What kind of problems 

can she expect?

8. What was your first apartment (or house) as an 'adult' (not a student) like? Was it a good first

apartment? Why?


