
[009] Being a tourist

Carmen has lived in New Spork City for almost a week, and in that time she has only worked. On 

the weekend, Carmen decides to see the city and to be a tourist in her new hometown.

“Enjoy your stay in New Spork City,” the man 

selling the tickets to the observation deck at the 

city's iconic1 Felix Tower.

She wants to tell the man that her stay in 

New Spork City will last the rest of her life, that 

she is a local2 and that this is her city. But, all she

says is “Thanks!”

It's early on a Saturday, so there are not a 

lot of people waiting. The line3 for the elevator is

very short, and in ten minutes she is looking 

down on 'her' city.

She looks for the house where her 

apartment is. It's on a hill, and she can see the 

Felix Tower, so it should be visible from here.

Walking around the platform to find the 

hill with her building on it, she hears a couple of 

tourists talking.

“Can you imagine living here?” The man 

asks the woman. They are holding hands.

“It's too big for me.” She answers. “Too 

1 An 'icon' is a symbol for another thing. (Your phone has
icons for apps.) To say that a thing is 'iconic' means that
seeing it makes you think of something else. The Statue
of Liberty is iconic for the United States.

2 Sometimes we categorize people into 'tourists' and 
'locals.' The locals are the people who live in a place, 
and are not only visiting it.

3 In British English, a lot of people waiting for 
something is a 'queue.' In American English, we call it 
a 'line' because they 'line up.'

many streets, too many people. Do you think you

can ever know your way around? Like we know 

our way around Towanda4?”

The man shrugs. “I would try. They call it

the 'concrete jungle,' right? We could explore 

somewhere new every day for a year and still 

have more to discover.”

Carmen stops to listen. She takes another 

selfie, but only in the hopes5 that the couple 

doesn't know she's eavesdropping.6

“You don't want to know your city?” the 

woman asks.

“Towanda is about four thousand people, 

right?” The man asks. “They could fit in a block 

here. I could know ten blocks the way I know 

Towanda, and still have more to explore.”

“I don't know.” The woman answers.

“I know,” Carmen thinks, finally seeing 

the house with her apartment in it. “There is so 

much to explore.”

She takes a selfie with her house in the 

background.

To be continued...

4 This is the name of the couple's hometown.
5 We use the phrase 'in the hopes' to say what we are 

hoping for when we do something.
6 To 'eavesdrop' is to listen in on a conversation that isn't 

your own.


