
[008] I live here now

On Friday afternoon after her first week at AnonCorp, Carmen decides to walk back to her 

apartment rather than take the subway. It's the first time we see much of the city.

“See you on Monday. I'm out of here.” Carmen 

says to Ed, and leaves the building. When she 

holds her security badge to the sensor to clock 

out1 as she leaves, she can see that she has an 

hour of overtime.2

The sun is shining and Carmen there is no

rush3 to get home. So, Carmen walks right past 

the entrance to her subway stop and, standing on 

the corner, pulls out her phone to see the best 

way to her apartment.

“I live here now,” she thinks as she 

begins walking. The sidewalks are full with 

people in business clothes walking talking to 

each other or into their phones. On either side of 

the street, tall buildings reach up towards the sky 

and the logos of brands she has seen all her life 

are on buildings.

In the middle of one block4 she sees the 

marquee5 of the theater where her favorite 

1 In companies where the time that you come and go is 
measured, we say you 'clock in' when you tell the 
computer you are there, and 'clock out' when you leave.

2 'Overtime' is the time that you have worked that is 
more than your contract says you have to work.

3 To 'rush,' as a verb, means to move in a fast way. As a 
noun (a 'rush') it means the pressure to move fast.

4 In American cities, a 'block' is the space between two 
streets. Distances are often measured in blocks.

5 This is the part of a building that sticks out over the 
sidewalk on a theater. Often, the name of what play or 
movie is playing is on the side.

national late-night show is recorded. Stephen 

Spolbert,6 her favorite TV personality, has been 

in this street. He might be recording a show right

now!

“Wow,” Carmen says to herself as she 

walkd. “I live here now. Stephen Spolbert and I 

are neighbors...”

It's a bit of a detour,7 but Carmen decides 

to walk through the city's famous Independence 

Park. She takes a selfie with the famous fountain 

at the entrance and walks the wide paths in the 

sunshine. The park is full of people enjoying the 

weather: families, couples, grandparents.

Then, walking a smaller path that leads 

back towards her apartment, she sees a man 

staggering8 as he walks towards her. Then, before

he reaches her, he falls to his knees by a bush and

vomits.9

“Wow,” she thinks to herself. “I live here 

now.”

To be continued...

6 Not a real person. Google “Stephen Colbert” to learn 
more about the author's favorite TV personality.

7 This is the word for 'extra traveling,' whether it is to go 
around a closed street or a traffic jam, or to see 
something extra.

8 To 'stagger' is to walk in an irregular way, not straight 
forward but to the left and to the right.

9 To 'vomit' is to push the food – or alcohol – in your 
stomach back out through your mouth.


