
[007] Carmen finally does some work

Onboarding is finished and Carmen has her login for the computer system. She can finally do some 

work for AnonCorp.

“I'm ready to start earning1 my pay.” Carmen 

says to Mr Seelenreibe, who is working on an 

Excel spreadsheet2 at his desk.

“Help Ed out with his digitization3 

project.” Mr Seelenreibe says without looking 

up. “He'll bring you up to speed.4”

So, Carmen goes to the cubicle she shares

with Ed and asks him.

“We're Kumquat 3000 certified,” Ed tells 

her. “It's a quality control certification. For that, 

we have to digitize all our records.”

“Okay?”

“So, we have about a quarter million 

pages of old records. They've been scanned, and 

now we have to make database entries on them.”

“If they're already scanned, what do we 

have to do?”

“The system tries to read what's written 

1 To 'earn' is to work for something, or to deserve it. 
Maybe you earn good money in your job. Or, your 
children earn an evening without TV because they do 
something that they shouldn't.

2 A 'spreadsheet' is the kind of file that Microsoft Excel 
makes – the one with all the columns and lines.

3 To 'digitize' something – or, as a noun here, 
'digitization' – means to put something into a digital 
(computer) format.

4 To 'bring someone up to speed' means to give them all 
the information they need to start working on 
something. Other phrases are 'bring someone up to date'
or 'fill someone in.'

on the form. We have to check that the system 

reads it correctly. Where we find mistakes – and 

that's everywhere – we have to correct it.”

Ed shows Carmen what he is doing on his

own computer before helping her setup the 

software on her own computer. Then, Carmen 

starts working.

They are checking order forms from the 

1970s and Carmen spends the morning typing in 

orders for products that no longer5 exist.

“I had to go to college for four years to do

this?” Carmen asks Ed. “I think a high school 

student could do it.”

“Right?” Ed answers. “But this is the 

good part. The meetings are much worse.”

“We have meetings about this kind of 

work?”

“Mr Seelenreibe loves his metrics. My 

advice to you is to work really slowly right now. 

He thinks a good manager gets more work out of 

his workers.”

“I should slow down?”

“So he can 'motivate' you.”

To be continued...

5 'No longer' means 'not anymore.' It's a way to say that 
something happened in the past, but now doesn't 
happen.


