
[006] The login

After three days of onboarding meetings and tours, Carmen is almost ready to begin work at 

AnonCorp. The last thing for her to do is to get her login for the AnonCorp computer system.

“Hi, my name is Carmen Kleinstadt. I'm just 

starting to work here at AnonCorp,” Carmen tells

the first person she sees in the IT department, 

“I'm supposed1 to ask you for a login.”

The man she speaks to looks up from his 

desk. “Do you have the form2?”

“The form?”

“Your boss needs to fill out a form saying

what kind of access you need in the system.”

“I get that from my line manager?” 

Carmen asks. The man nods3 and she leaves.

“Mr Seelenreibe?” Camen knocks4 on the

open door of her boss's office. “It's me, Carmen. 

I mean, the new girl.”

Mr Seelenreibe is looking intently at his 

computer and holds up a finger. Carmen waits.

After a long pause, Mr Seelenreibe looks 

up. “What is it, new girl?”

“I need a form for my computer login?”

“Do you have it with you?”

1 When we say that someone (or something) is 'supposed
to' do something, we are describing what is expected of
it. Here, Carmen is saying that someone (probably her 
boss) expects her to get an login.

2 A 'form' – short for formula – is a piece of paper that is 
printed with places for you to write down information. 
The government often gives you forms to fill out.

3 To 'nod' is to move your head up and down to say 'yes.'
4 To 'knock' is to make a noise with your hand on a thing 

like a door. People do this before walking into a room.

“I thought you would have it. The IT guy 

told me that my line manager would have it.”

Mr Seelenreibe looks halfheartedly5 on 

his desk. “Ask Ed. He knows new guy stuff.”

Carmen waits until her back is turned to 

Mr Seelenreibe before she rolls her eyes. Ed 

knows, prints the form and, after another long 

wait, Mr Seelenreibe fills it out.

“I have the form.” She says to the person 

she spoke to in IT the first time. “Do I need to do

anything else to get my login?”

“Take it to the new guy.” The man says 

without looking up from his computer. “Third 

cube6 on your left, his name is 'new guy.'”

“Is your name new guy?” Carmen asks 

the man in the cubicle. “I'm the new girl and I 

need a login.”

The man laughs and takes her form. 

Carmen likes his smile.

“Welcome to AnonCorp, new girl,” he 

says, “my name is new guy.”

To be continued...

5 To do something 'halfheartedly' means to do it without 
much energy or without trying to be successful. You 
can also use it as an adjective: “He made a halfhearted 
attempt to call his wife, but didn't wait for her to 
answer.”

6 This is 'office slang' for 'cubicle.'


