
[005] Ed's Tour

So far, Carmen has met her boss, Mr Seelenreibe and the colleague who will share her cubicle, Ed. 

In this story, Ed shows Carmen where she will work.

“I guess you're here until twelve?” Ed asks. 

“Then an hour lunch break, and you're meeting 

with your onboarding coach at one?”

“Yeah.” Carmen says. “How did you 

know that?”

“You're the third person to move into my 

cubicle in four weeks.” Ed tells her. “The others 

all quit.”

“Is there something wrong with you?” 

Carmen asks. “Do you have gas?”

Ed laughs. “I sometimes do. It's not me. 

It's...” He stops. He shrugs1 his shoulders. 

“Anyway,2 I hope you like it here.”

Ed shows Carmen where the restrooms 

and coffee machine are. There is also a vending 

machine3 that sells soft drinks.4 As he shows her 

around, Carmen can tell5 that he has given this 

1 To 'shrug' is to pull your shoulders up to your ears in 
the universal gesture for “I don't know.”

2 We sometimes use this word to either change the 
subject of a conversation, or to bring it back to an 
earlier topic.

3 A 'vending machine' is a machine that sells something, 
often snacks or soda.

4 This is the word for drinks like Coca-Cola which 
contain carbonation (bubbles in the water) and sugar. 
Sometimes, fruit drinks without carbonation are called 
'soft drinks.'

5 You know the word 'tell' to mean something like 'speak'
or 'talk.' Here, though, the word means to be able to 
recognize a fact clearly. Like “you can tell my mother 
is home because the kitchen is clean.”

tour before.

He shows her where the conference 

rooms are. There are normal conference rooms, 

as well as telephone conference rooms, and even 

video conference rooms. They are all named for 

cities in Europe: Paris, Copenhagen, Omsewitz.

“The way things work,” Ed says, “is that 

you can see where a meeting is in our calendar 

software. But.. AnonCorp made the software so 

it's crap.6 Normally, you go to the conference 

room and find a different meeting there and 

everyone is annoyed7 that you've walked in. 

Then, you have to start walking around and 

looking in all the conference rooms and hoping 

you recognize who is in the meeting...”

“Why doesn't anybody fix the software?” 

Carmen asks.

Ed shrugs his shoulders again. “Mr 

Seelenreibe doesn't like people like you and me 

to think about the 'why' of things. He likes is to 

ask no questions and do our jobs.”

To be continued...

6 'Crap' is one of many words for what comes out the 
back end of an animal after it eats. It's not a polite 
word, but it's better than 'shit.' To say that something is 
'crap' means the quality is bad.

7 'Annoyed' is another word for a low level of anger or 
irritation. It is how you might feel after hearing the 
same song three times in a row.


