
[004] Carmen's workplace

On Carmen's second day at AnonCorp, she gets to see where she will work, but the onboarding 

process is not over, yet.

It's her second day at AnonCorp and Carmen 

feels much better than she did the day before. 

Her start in the day is made easier by the fact that

she didn't drink any alcohol the night before.

Carmen walks past the reception in the 

lobby. She doesn't recognize the person working 

there today. Holding her security badge to a 

sensor, she walks through a turnstile1 and returns 

to the conference room where her first day of 

work started.

Jason is there, waiting for the rest of the 

group to come. “There are lots of great 

opportunities at AnonCorp,” he is telling 

someone else in the group when she walks in. 

“There are a lot of credentials2 that the 

professional development3 program will pay for.”

Once everyone has arrived, the group 

leaves again. Going through the building from 

bottom to top, Jason takes everyone to their new 

line managers4 for a tour of their workspace.

1 Maybe you know 'turnstiles' from soccer stadiums. 
These are the machines that only let one person though 
at a time.

2 A 'credential' is like a certification. Normally, this 
means you can do a certain task.

3 'Professional development' is the process of earning 
new credentials and qualifications in order to be able to
do more in your job.

4 A 'line manager' is the person you report to at work. He 
or she is your most direct boss.

“Hi,” Carmen says to Mr Seelenreibe, her

new boss, “I'm Carmen.”

“I don't need to know your name.” The 

boss, a man in his fifties with an ink stain5 on his 

shirt pocket, answers. “In two weeks – if you're 

still here – I'll learn your name. For now, I'll just 

call you 'new girl.' Do you get6 that, new girl?”

“Uh, sure.” Carmen says.

Her boss shows her where she will work. 

Her computer is in a cubicle7 with another 

employee. It is about six square meters big.

“Ed,” the boss says to the other employee

in the cubicle. “Show the new girl around.”

After Mr Seelenreibe leaves, Ed rolls his 

eyes. “I was the new guy for a month and a half,”

he tells her. “So, uh, welcome to paradise. This is

our home.” He gestures around him.

Ed's side of the cubicle is decorated with 

postcards and photos. Carmen's side is empty 

except for a computer and a telephone.

To be continued...

5 A 'stain' is a mark that is difficult to remove. If a child 
gets a stain on his or her clothes, the mother will be 
upset.

6 'Get' has a lot of meanings. To 'get' something can mean
to understand it. You can say “I don't get mathematics.”

7 A 'cubicle' is a way of making an open office into many
tiny offices. A cubicle normally has walls that are 
shoulder-height high around it.


