
[002] Rules and Guidelines

It is Carmen's first day at AnonCorp. So far, she has learned about the company's history and taken

a tour of the building but there is still more for her to learn.

“Here you go,1” the woman says, handing 

Carmen her security badge.2 

Carmen takes the badge and clips it to her

clothing. “Thanks,” she says.

“Welcome to AnonCorp.” The woman 

says before turning to the next person in line.

“Your first badge is a gift from 

AnonCorp,” Jason tells the group. “If you lose 

your badge, you will have to pay ninety-three 

dollars for the replacement.”

Carmen looks at her badge. It is a simple 

piece of plastic with her photo, her name, and the

title “Junior Administrator” on it. She doesn't 

know what a junior administrator is or does. The 

badge doesn't look like it is worth3 ninety-three 

dollars.

Next, the group goes to a security 

briefing. There, a man with short, military-style 

hair tells them that AnonCorp has many enemies4

1 This is an unusual phrase. We say it when we give 
someone someone. You might use it when you give a 
guest a coffee, for example.

2 A 'badge' is a form of identification that we display so 
other people know what organization we belong to. 
Police officers, for example, wear a badge on their 
uniform.

3 'Worth' means 'has a value of.' If you paid $10,000 for 
your car, you think it is worth $10,000.

4 An 'enemy' is the opposite of a friend. It is a person (or 
organization) who wants to hurt you.

and that these enemies will try to look for the 

weak links5 among6 the AnonCorp employees.

The man gives them a list of security 

rules that would help them “not be the weak 

link.” There are many rules, including keeping 

passwords secret and never connecting USB 

devices to a work computer.

“Remember,” the man says at the end, 

“weak links get broken. Don't be a weak link.”

Then, Jason gave the group a PowerPoint 

presentation on sexual harassment.7 Carmen 

learned that more than seven seconds of eye 

contact were considered 'inappropriate'8 at 

AnonCorp.

At the end of the day, she is tired but she 

still doesn't know where she will work or who 

she will work with.

To be continued...

5 A 'link' is one part of a chain. A 'weak link' is the part of
the chain that breaks when too much stress is put on the
chain.

6 'Among' means one (or more) of something in a larger 
group. Here, it means 'in the larger group of AnonCorp 
employees.'

7 'Harassment' means making a person feel unwelcome 
or uncomfortable. Sexual harassment means talking 
about a person's body or 'flirting' in a way that makes 
the person uncomfortable.

8 'Appropriate' means 'correct for the situation.' 
'Inappropriate' means 'incorrect for the situation.' 
Wearing shorts and a t-shirt to a wedding may be 
inapropriate.


