
[010] A Mother's Frustration

In the last story, Melissa had to leave her work early to pick up Ed from school because Ed was 

fighting. In this story, it is evening, but she is still very frustrated.

“We don't see you much these days,” Ella says 

and sits down on the couch next to Melissa. 

“And drinking wine during the week? Is 

something bothering1 you?” Ella also lives in the 

Big House and the two are neighbors.

Melissa sighs.2 The kids are in bed and 

Melissa is sitting on a couch in one of the Big 

House's many common areas.3

“You know,” she says to Ella, “when you 

have kids, you expect the kids to frustrate you. I 

didn't expect to be this frustrated with adults.4”

“Other parents?” Ella asks.

“It's the school. They make me feel like a 

criminal because my son was in a fight.”

“What happened?” Ella asks.

“Ed kicked another kid. He shouldn't, but 

they are the professionals. Do I need to come in 

because he misbehaves5 on their watch?6”

1 To 'bother' means to make someone less relaxed. A 
song you don't like can bother you, especially if you 
have to listen to it often.

2 To 'sigh' is to breathe out in a big, dramatic way.
3 A 'common area' is a space that is not only for one 

person or family, but for all the people in a building. 
Some buildings have rooms for washing machines that 
are common areas.

4 An 'adult' is a person who is over 18 years old. 
Children can't vote or drink alcohol, adults can.

5 The word 'behave' describes the things you do, the way 
you are. To 'misbehave' is to do the wrong things.

6 'On their watch' (or 'on your/my/his/her watch') means 

“No fun,” Ella says. “Did you have to 

leave work early?”

“Yes, but I have a colleague who covered 

for me.” Melissa pours herself some more wine, 

then holds the bottle out to Ella. “Would you like

some?”

Ella holds up a coffee mug full of 

whiskey and ice. “I already have some, but 

thanks. Do you know what I don't get7 about the 

whole thing?”

“Why I have kids?” Melissa asked.

“No, I love kids,” Ella said. “But it seems

like the school expects you to do all the work of 

teaching the kids manners,8 but you only have 

the kids for a few hours per day.”

“Right.” Melissa says. “And if Irene 

needs help in mathematics, that's my job, too. 

Maybe you should be glad you don't have kids.”

“No,” Ella answers, “I wish I had kids. 

But I'm glad I don't have a man.”

To be continued...

'while they were responsible or in charge.' Donald 
Trump is not responsible for things that happened on 
Barack Obama's watch.

7 'Get' has a lot of meanings. Here, it means 'understand.'
8 'Manners' are the rules for how to behave in society. 

Manners say that we hold the door open for other 
people and don't throw our garbage on the floor.


