
[008] Waiting for the boys

In the last story, Patrick O'Malley couldn't find his sons in the school. At the end, the teacher told 

him they were in a drama club. Now, he is frustrated and decides he is angry at Melissa (his wife).

“They should be out in thirty minutes,” the boys' 

teacher tells Patrick. Patrick is still very upset1 

from his moment of panic when he couldn't find 

the boys.

“We have half an hour,” he tells Irene and

Ed, “let's go back to the playground.”

Irene is happy to play, and even Ed, who 

hates to be at school, is happy to go with his dad 

back to the school playground.

Patrick's phone beeps.2 He looks at it.

“I'm going to the store,” Melissa writes. 

“Want me to get anything?” She doesn't know 

the fright3 that Patrick just had. Patrick decides 

the whole thing is Melissa's fault.4

“Did you know the boys have drama 

club?” he texts her back, and adds “You can pick 

up a bottle of wine for me.”

He puts his phone away5 and pushes Ed 

1 'Upset' is a feeling in the same family as angry or 
frustrated.

2 To 'beep' is to make an electric sound. In the past, the 
sound was often “beep” but now it can be anything.

3 A 'fright' is an experience that makes you feel afraid. A 
spider in your car when you are driving can be a 
'fright.' Not finding your kids where you expect them 
can be a 'fright,' too.

4 'Fault' is like the word responsibility, only it is always 
negative. If a parent walks in a room where children are
playing and finds a lamp broken, the children always 
say “it's not my fault!”

5 'Put away' means to place an object back in the place 

and Irene on the swings6 and plays a clown with 

them. Slowly, he calms down7 again. It helps that

Irene is talking non-stop about her day and the 

things she did with her friends.

Patrick's phone beeps again. “Is that 

today?” Melissa wrote back. “I remember we 

signed them up8 for that. I didn't think about 

it.”

The weather is good and Patrick is having

fun with Ed and Irene. He is not in his office. He 

decides he will not blame9 Melissa for his stress. 

“I had a fright when I couldn't find them,” he 

writes her back, “but everything is okay now. 

Tell you more at home.”

“Do you think you can run faster than 

me?” he asks Ed.

To be continued...

where it belongs. After you clean your apartment, you 
put the vaccuum cleaner away again.

6 A 'swing' is a playground toy that is a seat hanging 
from ropes or chains. A child sits on it and moves 
forward and backwards.

7 To 'calm down' is to come back to a 'normal' feeling 
after being upset or angry.

8 To 'sign up' (or to 'sign someone else up') for something
is to put your name (or their name) on the list of people
who are interested in that thing. Maybe you signed up 
for an English class in the past.

9 To 'blame' a person (for something) is to give them the 
fault for something bad that happened. You can blame 
your English teach if your English does not improve 
fast enough.


