
[007] After school drama

Mrs O'Malley, Melissa, brings the kids to school. But, when he has time, Mr. O'Malley, Patrick 

picks them back up from school. Sometimes, there are problems.

It is three o'clock in the afternoon. Patrick is 

tired. He does not work a long day, but he works 

hard.1 Today, he leaves the office in time to pick 

up2 the smaller kids from their school.

“I'll get the kids.” He texts3 Melissa. 

“Just got out of the office.” Before she can 

answer, he goes to the subway and takes the train

that will bring him to the kids' school.

There is not reception4 in the subway and 

he does not get Melissa's answer until he is 

walking from the subway stop to the school. 

“Cool. No problem. Don't forget Pat's gym 

clothes.”

When the school bell rings5 to signal the 

end of the day, he is one of several parents at the 

school to pick up children. He quickly finds Ed –

really, Ed finds him and comes running, happy to

go home – and Irene, but he can't find the older 

1 Maybe you know the word 'hard' to mean 'difficult.' 
Here, it means 'with a lot of energy.' After working 
hard, you will be tired. (But 'hardly working' has the 
opposite meaning – English can be hard, sometimes!)

2 To 'pick up' is to go somewhere and get a person or 
thing without waiting a long time. You pick up kids 
from school, or pick up clothes from the dry cleaner.

3 To 'text' is to write a text message on his phone.
4 Here, no 'reception' means that his phone cannot 

communicate with the world around him. He cannot 
send  or receive messages.

5 When a bell 'rings' (or when you 'ring' the bell) you are 
using the bell to make noise.

boys.

At first, he is only annoyed.6 He thinks 

the boys are playing when they should come to 

the front door of the school.

He, Ed, and Irene all go together to the 

boys' classroom. They are not there.

They go outside to the playground.7 The 

boys are not there. Now he is worried.8

He sends Ed in the boys' restroom9 to 

look for them, but they are not there. They go 

back to the playground, but the boys are really 

not on the playground.

“I'm looking for Pat and Sean, the twins.”

He says when he find their teacher. “Do you 

know where they are?”

“Aren't they in the drama club?” She 

asks. “I think today is the first day. They should 

be out in thirty minutes.”

To be continued...

6 'Annoyed' is the feeling you have when something that 
you don't like happens, but it happens often and so you 
don't like it, but it's not a real problem. When you hear 
the same song thirty times in one day, you might be 
'annoyed.'

7 A 'playground' is a place where there are things for 
children to play on.

8 'Worried' is the bad feeling you have when you are 
unrelaxed because you think of all the bad things that 
could happen.

9 A 'restroom' is a nice word for 'toilet,' 'WC' or 
'bathroom.'


