
[006] Off to school

Monday mornings are hard when you only have to get ready to work. Monday mornings are harder 

when you have to get five other people ready for school.

The O'Malleys have a three-bedroom1 apartment 

with a living room that is big, but not big enough

for the couch, the TV, the desk2 with the PC on it,

and the table where the family eats. So, the table 

is small for seven people.

And that's the reason3 why Patrick doesn't

sit to eat with the children, but leans4 against the 

inside of the door, and drinks coffee.

Irene and the older boys are eating their 

breakfasts. Ed, the youngest, is not eating, 

because he doesn't want to go to school. “Why 

do we always have to go to school?” he asks. 

“It's not fair.”

“You're in first grade,” Patrick junior, the 

oldest boy tells him, “you get to do baby stuff 

like 1-2-3 and A-B-C. Fourth grade is harder.”

“Pat, quiet.” Patrick senior says. “Ed, you

have to eat. You need energy for your day.”

“Excuse me,” Melissa is behind Patrick 

1 I don't know why, but Americans don't count the rooms 
in an apartment. They count the bedrooms. The 
apartment normally also has a living room and a 
kitchen.

2 A 'desk' is the kind of 'table' that you sit at in your 
office to do work. It normally has drawers to organize 
your things.

3 Like 'cause,' the 'reason' for something tells you why it 
happened.

4 To lean is to stand, but to rest the upper part of your 
body on something. Here, Patrick is standing in the 
door, but his body is resting against the wall.

and wants to come in the living room.

When she is in the living room, she takes 

over5 the conversation in the room. “Pat, you 

have gym6 today. Did you pack your clothes?”

“They're at school,” Patrick answers, “in 

my locker.7”

“Then bring them home so I can wash 

them,” Melissa says. “I'm sure they stink.”

“Irene, do you have your homework?”

“Yes, mom. I'm not a baby.” Irene 

answers.

Melissa ignores the answer. “Where's 

Sarah? Why isn't she eating?”

“I'll go check.” Patrick goes.

He knocks, and Sarah yells,8 from inside 

the room. “In a minute!”

“You're going to miss breakfast.” Patrick 

warns her.

To be continued...

5 To 'take over' is the same as to 'take control of.' Here, it 
means she starts managing the conversation.

6 'Gym' and 'p.e.' (short for 'physical education') are the 
American names for the class in school where you play 
sports.

7 A 'locker' is the small metal box that children can use at
school to lock their books and other things in. This 
means they don't have to bring everything home every 
day.

8 To 'yell' is to say something in a loud (often unfriendly)
way.


