
[005] Monday morning

Nobody likes Mondays. In the O'Malley family, it's hard to get the kids up and ready for school in 

time.

“Out of bed, sleepyheads!1” It is six o'clock and 

Patrick knocks on the door to the girls' bedroom, 

and then on the door to the boys' bedroom. 

Nobody answer.

“Let's go!” He says, and opens the girls' 

bedroom door. “Irene, you want to get in the 

bathroom before the boys get up.2” Irene is the 

younger of the two girls. She is in second grade.

After Irene gets out of bed, Patrick tells 

Sarah she needs to get up, too. Sarah answers, 

but it sounds more like an animal noise than like 

human language.

Patrick goes next to the boys' room and 

tells them to wake up.

When he comes in the kitchen, Melissa is 

making sandwiches assembly line3 style for the 

children's lunches. The children take their own 

lunch to school in a paper bag because it is 

cheaper than buying a lunch in the cafeteria.

“Cookies!” Patrick says, seeing cookies 

1 'Sleepyhead' is something (friendly) you can say to a 
person who is tired.

2 To 'wake up' is to go from sleeping to not sleeping. You
can wake up many times in one night. To 'get up' is to 
leave your bed.

3 An 'assembly line' is how cars are made in a factory: 
first step one in one location, then step two in another 
location... Here, it means Melissa is doing step one on 
ten sandwiches before doing step two on the same ten 
sandwiches.

on the counter.4

“Don't touch them,” Melissa says, “they 

are for the kids' lunches.”

“How can we only have one bathroom?” 

Sarah asks, standing in the kitchen door. She is 

still wearing her pyjamas.

“Honey,5” Melissa says, “why don't you 

get dressed and your dad will tell the boys to 

hurry up6 in the bathroom.”

“You guys had four kids too many.” Sarah

says and turns to walk back to her bedroom.

“I woke her up first.” Patrick says.

“Tell the boys they have to finish up7 and 

start their breakfast,” Melissa answers. “And 

make sure8 Irene didn't go back to bed.”

Patrick steals9 a cookie and goes.

To be continued...

4 The 'counter' is the 'working area' in the kitchen.
5 Maybe you know the word 'honey' for the sweet food 

that bees make. It's also a kind of name we use for 
people we love, like 'darling' or 'dear.'

6 To 'hurry' is to do something in a fast way, like there 
isn't enough time. To 'hurry up,' is to do something 
faster than you did it before.

7 To 'finish' is to bring a project to an end. When we say 
'finish up' it sounds like the project is almost finished 
and you only have to do the last steps.

8 To 'make sure' is something like 'confirm' or 'verify.' It 
means to check with your own eyes to really know.

9 To 'steal' is to take something that isn't yours. Here, it 
means the cookie wasn't for him, but he takes it.


