
[004] The barbecue

The O'Malleys just finished planning their dinner and shopping for it. When they came back to the 

big house, they found everyone standing outside in the yard.

“What's everyone doing outside?” Melissa 

O'Malley asks as they reach1 the top of the hill 

and can see the Big House.

“No idea,” Patrick answers. He doesn't 

say it, but he often worries about a fire in the old,

wooden2 house. And he can smell smoke.

“I smell barbecue!” Melissa says. “Will 

we have to go back down the hill to get 

something to barbecue?” She can go down the 

hill, but doesn't want to come up the hill again.

“Let's get our shopping inside and see.” 

Patrick says. They carry their groceries into their 

apartment, but they boys stay outside.

“I'm going to stay here, mom.” Sarah 

says. “I have some homework to finish.”

“You like house events.” Melissa 

answers.

“I just said I have homework!” Sarah 

rolls her eyes and mutters3 “I swear,4 you never 

listen to anything I say.”

“Okay,” Melissa says, “but it looks like 

1 Here, 'reach' means the same thing as 'arrive at' or 
'come to.'

2 'Wooden' means 'made of wood.'
3 To 'mutter' is to talk in a quiet or disrespectful – not 

respectful – way.
4 To 'swear' is to promise something is true. You hear this

word often in courtrooms (“Do you swear to tell the 
truth?”) and from teenagers like Sarah.

dinner is in the yard today. When I send the boys 

up to get you, I expect5 you to come down.”

“Fine. Whatever.6” Sarah says.

“Carla is sponsoring the barbecue.” 

Patrick says to Melissa when she comes outside. 

“To introduce the new girl, staying in Steve's old 

apartment.” He points over to where the new 

neighbor, Carmen, is standing and talking to 

some of the neighbors.

It is the first time that Melissa sees 

Carmen. To Melissa, she seems very pretty7 and 

very young with shoulder-length brown hair and 

a friendly smile. Melissa can remember being 

young and pretty in New Spork City and is a 

little jealous.8 “Did Carla sponsor a barbecue 

when we moved in here?” She asks Patrick.

Patrick shrugs.9

“Let's go meet our new neighbor.”

To be continued...

5 We use the word 'expect' to talk about what we think 
will be true in the future.

6 I used the word 'whatever' as a teenager myself. I don't 
really know what it means – But I know that Sarah and 
her mother both know that she isn't happy right now.

7 'Pretty' is a word that means something like 'attractive' 
or 'beautiful.'

8 We use the word 'jealous' to describe a person who 
wants something that someone else has. You can feel 
this way about your neighbor's car, for example.

9 To 'shrug' is to pull your shoulders up by your ears. It 
means “I don't know.”


