
[003] Dinner shopping

After spending most of the afternoon at a park with their five kids, the O'Malleys have to plan their 

dinner and do some grocery shopping on the way home.

“Daddy, can you carry1 me?” Ed O'Malley asks.

Everyone in the O'Malley family is tired 

from their long day in the park. (Not Sarah, who 

spent the day reading her book and texting her 

friends on her phone.)

“Just to the stairs of the subway.” Patrick 

answers. “You're getting too heavy for me.”

“What do you want to eat today?” 

Melissa asks, looking at Patrick.

Before Patrick can answer, the kids all 

yell answers. “Pizza!” “Spaghetti!” “No rice!”

“I asked your father,” Melissa said. 

“Patrick?”

Patrick takes a moment to think. “We still

have a lot of tuna,” he finally says, “we could get

some pasta and cheese and make a casserole.2”

“No!” The boys yell.

“Hush!3” Melissa says. She also takes a 

moment to think. “And we need to get another 

bottle of milk, and some eggs...”

“You want to take Sarah in the Fast 

1 To 'carry' something (or, in this case, someone) is to 
transport it or them in your hands.

2 A 'casserole' is a meal made by putting food (often 
pasta or potatoes) in a pan, covering it with cheese, and
putting it in the oven.

3 'Hush' is a nice way of telling someone to be quiet. We 
almost always use it as a command (“Hush, darling”) 
and never in a statement.

Shopper4?” Patrick asks. “We'll wait outside and 

help you guys carry it up the hill.”

“Why me?” Sarah asks in a whiny5 voice.

“Because you don't want me to take your 

phone away.” Patrick says without thinking.

A little while later, they come out of the 

subway at their stop. The Fast Shopper is on their

way home, and Patrick keeps the boys outside 

while Melissa and Sarah shop. When it isn't 

freezing outside, Patrick thinks it's easier just to 

keep the kids on the sidewalk6 than it is to listen 

to them ask for everything they see on the 

shelves.

A few minutes later, Melissa and Sarah 

emerge7 from the Fast Shopper. Patrick takes the 

grocery bag from Melissa and they start the long 

walk up the hill.

“What's everyone doing outside?” 

Melissa asks when the house comes into view.8

To be continued...

4 'Fast Shopper' is an imaginary grocery store in this 
story.

5 To 'whine' is to complain in an annoying way, often 
with your voice higher than it usually is. Here, 'whiny' 
means she asks the question with that sound in her 
voice.

6 The street is (usually) for cars
7 Another way to say 'come out of'
8 This means 'becomes visible' or 'can be seen.'


